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UNCLAS NAHA 036 
E. O. 1 1652: N/A 

SUBJ: MEDEVAC OE KOREAN SEAMEN 
REE: TOKYO'S 1199, SEOUL'S 0618, NAHA'S 031 

1. DEPARTMENT'S DECISION ON MEDEVAC URGENTLY REQUIRED. 

2. ATTENDING PHYSICIAN STATES HE SHOULD BEGIN SKIN GRAFT SURGERY 
FEBRUARY I UNLESS PATIENTS MEDEVAC TO SEOUL WHERE SURGERY CAN 
ALSO BE PERFORMED. ONCE SURGERY BEGUN HERE ON OKINAWA, 
GRAFTING PROCEDURE WILL REQUIRE MONTHS OF HOSPITALIZATION. 
PHYSICIAN BELIEVES THAT BECAUSE OF LANGUAGE AND PSYCHOLOGICAL 
FACTORS SUCH LONG TERM SURGERY BEST PERFORMED IN PATIENTS 
HOMELAND. 


PAGE 2 RHAIBQA4038 UNCLAS 

3. SEAMEN ENTERED JAPAN ON JANUARY 3, 1975 ABOARD USAF RESCUE 
HELICOPTER WITH APPROVAL AND COOPERATION OE JAPANESE IMMIGRATION 
AUTHORITIES WHO ALSO HAVE APPROVED DEPARTURE BY MEDEVAC. 

4. REQUEST DEPT URGENTLY COMMUNICATE ITS DECISION TO HQ 
USAE/LGTLA, WASH DC AND ADVISE NAHA BY IMMEDIATE CABLE. 
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